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GRANDPARENTS
OPEN HEARTS..OPEN HOME
by Edna L. Hansen
“Grandpa and Grandma Zach” 
w ere the affectionate names the nine 
grandchildren, all the neighbors and 
many friends, and even many o f the 
“room ers” called Frank and Marie 
Zacharias. For years their home was at 
517 West Arapaho in Weatherford.
These roomers as they w ere 
called w ere the young men and wom en 
from Corn, Colony, and Putman w ho 
wanted to attend classes at Southwest­
ern, so they stayed or roomed at 517 
West Arapaho. At the time, it was 
called just the “college at Weatherford.” 
The students w ho stayed w ith the 
Zacks didn’t have money or cars for 
commuting as w e do now. The Zacks 
had a two-story home, so at times there 
w ere as many as nine or ten young
college roomers living in their hom e at 
one time. Often as a surprise treat, 
Grandma Zack w ould bake fresh cook­
ies* or bread as an after-school snack. 
Just before the end o f the school term, 
the Zack family and all o f  the roomers 
would get together and climb into a 
four-wheel trailer. Then they w ou ld  go 
to the country for an evening o f  food, 
fun, and games— long to be remem­
bered by the students. Throughout the 
years, these roomers would return to 
visit them and would bring their chil­
dren to meet Grandpa and Grandma 
Zack.**
During the years, there was al­
ways the aroma o f good food  cooking 
in the kitchen. At times, it would be 
one o f baked cookies or freshly baked
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bread. Many times it was a simmering 
roast baking w ith  a bay leaf and an 
onion. Then at other times, the kitchen 
was filled w ith  the smells o f the can­
ning o f  the w inter food supply from 
the fruit trees and the vegetable garden 
lovingly cared for by Grandpa Zack.
The first grandchild’s husband 
was stationed at Fort Bliss in El Paso 
during the Vietnam War. Grandma Zack 
mailed a package o f molasses cookies 
to the young soldier, Larry. As he 
shared his cookies w ith a fe llow  sol­
dier, the young man said, “These are so 
good. W here did they come from?” 
W hen Larry replied that they w ere 
from his Grandma Zack, the friend said, 
“That’s my grandma too; she’s my 
neighbor back in Weatherford, Okla­
homa.” The incident brought much joy 
to the grandma in Weatherford.
Grandpa and Grandma Zack had 
six children. Grandpa Zack kept busy 
as a carpenter, painter, home builder, 
and also by doing general repair work. 
Many times he sang as he worked. As a 
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hobby, he would “chord” on the old 
pump organ w hile singing “Redw ings,” 
“Red River Valley,” and “D ow n in the 
Valley.” He taught the grandchildren 
such songs as ‘You Are My Sunshine” 
and “Jesus Loves Me.” Many other chil­
dren learned songs from Grandma 
Zack, too, when she rocked them and 
sang to them as she babysat them. 
Grandma also did extra washing and 
ironing to help w ith the family’s sup­
port.
A friend, visitor, or a grandchild 
never left after a visit w ithout a fresh 
bouquet o f flowers, a jar o f jelly, or a 
loaf o f fresh bread. A  grandchild once 
said, “The flowers in Grandpa Zack’s 
yard are always so beautiful and bounti­
ful because they are always shared w ith 
friends.” On Sunday mornings there 
was usually a bouquet to take to 
church. A  vase w ith the name 
Zacharias remained at the church for 
these fresh flowers. The children took 
fresh bouquets to their teachers in the 
Weatherford Public Schools. During
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the Christmas season the teachers had 
a special treat o f homemade cookies, 
including the ones called “N ew  Year 
Cookie,” which w ere cooked, like frit­
ters or doughnuts, in deep fat.
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Sunday mornings w ere for w or­
ship in Sunday School and church. In 
the afternoon they would visit the sick 
and elderly. Grandma Zack didn’t drive 
a car; so Grandpa drove, making it a 
family affair for all o f the family. Most 
o f the time they took a package o f fresh
zwieback (a two-story roll) or a loaf o f  
sweet-smelling homemade bread as a 
gift.
Grandpa and Grandma opened 
not only their home to all, but their 
hearts as well. They treated each visi­
tor w ith a snack or a com plete meal. 
They loved their own children and 
family, church family, roomers, neigh­
bors, and many friends. Although many 
people still consider 517 West Arapaho 
home, Grandpa and Grandma made it a 
special place for each one w h o entered 
there. ■
•Editor’s Note to longtime WESTV1EW 
readers: Some of you may have seen the 
reference to Grandma Zack’s peppemuts on 
p. 17 of our Winter 1981 issue of WESTVIEW.
•‘Editor’s Second Note: I always 
referred to the Zachariases as Pa and Ma Zach 
since their two youngest children, Raye and 
Carol, were about my age.
EDNA L. HANSEN is the first daughter 
of Frank and Marie Zacharias. Edna, a home­
maker in Thomas, was married to Manuel W.
Hansen, who died in late 1991.
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